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      SEED-SOWING 
 

 John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, was a man of many interests.   

Not only did he preside over the development of the Methodist movement,  

travel hundreds of thousands of miles, preach over twenty thousand          

sermons, write numerous books, pamphlets and hymns, he also authored books on medical 

advice, personal finance, and other practical guides for living. 

 

In this latter vein, Wesley started a seed-planting program. Noticing the drabness of the   

English villages through which he rode in the last half of the 18th century, Wesley began to 

distribute flower seeds to local townspeople. Through this form of horticultural evangelism, 

many beautiful gardens came into bloom. Call him the "Johnny Flowerseed” of Great      

Britain. 

 

It is an exaggeration to attribute (as some do) the transformation of the English countryside 

into one of the most colorful in the world solely to the seed-distribution program of the 

Methodists.  Yet no doubt there are more gardens throughout the British Isles today than 

there would have been, had not Wesley imagined a way to brighten and beautify the lives of 

those around him. 

 

To the gardeners among us, this story may serve as an inspiration to combine a love of 

God’s creation with service to God’s kingdom. Such synergisms are very Methodist---putting 

together the practical and the spiritual in a potent blend. 

 

For the rest of us, nature lovers or not, there is this: We are all planters. By our words and 

by our actions we sow seeds that blossom often long after our planting them. Seeds of love. 

Seeds of understanding. Seeds of hope, peace, joy, and faith. Or seeds of distrust, dishonesty 

and discord. 

 

 

            Continued on next page 
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From the Pastor ~ Continued 

 

As kingdom-planters, God asks us to envision the      

resplendent possibilities lying beneath the present drab-

ness. What is God wanting us to plant, that it might 

take on shape and form? Like traveling seed-sowers, 

we may not be around to see the harvest. But our job 

is to plant and to water and let God do the growing, 

in God’s own time. 

 

All it takes is a little faith, some creative imagination, and a willingness to drop seeds into 

what may appear to be lifeless soil. It is remarkable to see what God can grow from the 

smallest of beginnings. 

 

For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you can move mountains; 

nothing will be impossible for you.  (Matthew 17:20) 

 

Happy Planting, 

Pastor Roy 

    Worship Themes for June: 

 

    June 1 - Going Fishing 

June 8 - Pentecost Sunday 

June 15 - Celebration Sunday 

June 22 - Be Gone 

June 29 - Follow the Leader               

 

7:00 p.m. THURSDAY EVENING SCRIPTURE STUDY 

     Led by Nathan Williams via Zoom  

   Is on Summer Break.  The study will resume in the fall. 

Dial into Zoom each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. for an exploration of the week’s lectionary 

scripture readings.  Join Nathan Williams and special guest Rev. Karen Eiler for a deep dive 

into the history, text, and context of the week’s readings as we find connections between 

the scriptures and our lives.  Everyone is invited. 

 

   10:00 a.m. FRIDAY MORNING PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY   

         Led by Pastor Roy in the Wesley Center Library—is on 

           Summer Break.  The study will resume in the fall. 
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              9:00 a.m. SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER & BOOK STUDY  

                         Led by Kerline Poulard in the Wesley Center Library 

                Will return in the fall. 

 

                        

                       6:00 p.m. MONDAY EVENING PRAYER CIRCLE 

Led by Nathan Williams & Holly Firmender 

In the Wesley Center Chapel 
 

Every Monday at 6:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center Chapel, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC 

members gather to share stories of how God is moving in their lives and lift up the prayer 

concerns of our entire church community. It's a sacred time spent in fellowship but not 

necessarily a somber time – in fact, we spend much of our time together rejoicing in each 

other's "praise reports." Praise Reports put us in mind of the many ways our lives are 

blessed each week, and how blessings can surprise us, emerging from all directions!  From 

a  special interaction while standing in line at Scratch Bakery, to the joys of reconnecting 

with family and loved ones, an inspirational Footsteps meeting, or a special moment re-

called from the Sunday Service – we celebrate and give praise to God for gifts big and 

small.  

 

Of course, we also lift up the Prayers of the People when we gather. Each week, an email 

request for prayer concerns goes out to the entire church, asking for prayer concerns that 

people can share from their hearts. My prayer co-leader (and our fantastic church lay 

leader), Holly Firmender, gathers these together for us to share prayerfully.  If you don't 

receive the weekly email request for prayers please call the office at 203-874-1982 so we 

can email you one. All of us gathered in the chapel will lift up your prayers and ask for 

God's blessing. The technical term for what we are doing is "intercessory prayer," but all 

that really means is that we are praying on behalf of others. It's an age-old tradition that 

dates back to the very earliest days of the church.  

 

If you're looking for a peaceful, joyful time in intimate fellowship with the Lord, we 

warmly invite you to take a break from your busy schedule and join us next week! It's a 

beautiful opportunity to connect with your church community, share your joys and con-

cerns, and deepen your relationship with God.  We look forward to seeing you there! To 

learn more, please contact any regular leader: Nathan Williams 504-957-5571,  or Holly 

Firmender 203-530-2621 . 
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               FAIR ON THE GREEN 

   Submitted by Lydia Smith 

   

MTMUMC  2025  ENTERTAINMENT -  FAIR  ON  THE  GREEN 
 

FRIDAY JUNE 6th, 2025 

11:00am – THE ECLEKTICS (Cover songs of the 60s and 70s) 

1:00pm – ELANA ZABARI (Local singer/songwriter) 

2:30pm – STORYTIME BOB (Bridgeport songwriter) 

4:00pm – PARKERS TANGENT (Original art rock and blues) 

 

     SATURDAY JUNE 7th, 2025 

10:00am – HERMAN AND COMPANY (High energy classic rock) 

1:00pm – CAROL FARRELL SCHOOL OF DANCE (Local studio) 

3:00pm – THE SOMEWHERE BAND (Classic rock and pop)                                                                              

 

            [ALL ENTERTAINMENT IS ON FACEBOOK] 
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   2025 Fair on the Green THANK YOU!!! 

  

Another successful Fair on the Green is in the books!  We wish to thank every-

one who supported our Fair! Here are some of the many ways you helped: 

donating (to Laura's Treasure Trove, bake table, plant table), volunteering, praying for the 

fair, shopping and preparing food, helping set up and/or break down, publicizing the fair, 

providing entertainment and vendor hospitality, organizing kids activities, offering adminis-

trative support, lending your specialized expertise, recruiting friends and family to partici-

pate, and of course shopping at the Fair! 

 

We couldn't have done it without each and every person who contributed. And God was 

glorified in so many ways through our collective efforts.  We shared the best of Mary Taylor 

through our hospitality and fellowship and provided a place of welcome and positivity for 

our community. Our care for our vendors and customers distinguishes our fair and makes us 

a preferred event for the future. We celebrated, worked together, helped each other, and 

looked out for fellow volunteers to help everyone have a positive fair experience.  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Volunteers will be recognized and final results will 

be shared in worship later this summer. Mark your calendars now for next year's Fair on the 

Green - June 5-6, 2026. We look forward to another successful fair! 

 

Lisa Gloates, Lisa Sampson, & Cathy Cono 

2025 Fair Tri-Chairs  
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                                            COMMUNITY OUTREACH ~  

         Submitted by Leigh Bak 

Several of the Non-Profit Groups that we partner with in the Milford (and surrounding) 

community will be on hand at our Fair on the Green on June 6
th
 & 7th. Be sure to plan 

some time to visit these agencies that partner with our church. Learn about their programs 

and how our church’s financial and volunteer support makes a difference! 

 

           JUNETEENTH 

Juneteenth Flag-Raising at Milford City Hall Friday June 13
th
 at 12 noon. 

Juneteenth Celebration Saturday June 14th from 11AM-5PM – Come celebrate Juneteenth 

on the Milford Green and the Mary Taylor UMC Campus with music, dance, drumming, 

food, games, art and artisan shopping! This is a fun and uplifting community event for the 

whole family! Volunteers are needed throughout the event, including: 

• “Mary Taylor Ambassadors”: Requirements: a love of our church, a story of what 

brought you to Mary Taylor, and what made you stay! See Leigh Bak to serve. 

Assistance with set-up, take-down and throughout the celebration. You are guaranteed to 

have fun and meet some wonderful people! Here’s the link to volunteer: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4CA9A62EA4F49-56639400-milford     

                    

Pride on the Green on June 28th 10AM-5PM – Come celebrate LGBTQIA+ Pride Month on 

the Milford Green. Vendors, food trucks, music, entertainment, and more! MTMUMC’s 

campus will be used for programming. Volunteers are needed and a sign-up will be posted 

shortly. 

  

     TRANSPORTATION & CAREGIVER GUIDELINES 

   

The Caregiving ministry of the Mary Taylor Memorial UMC provides transportation to 

members and others to worship on Sunday mornings and other worship opportunities.  

Transport to other church events such as Community Dinners or committee meetings.  This 

ministry is available for Medical Appointments as well. 

 

If you or a loved one needs a ride, call Pastor Adeline Hazzard on her cell at 203-736-

4450.  We ask that you give Adeline as much time as possible, 24 hours is most helpful.  Of 

course if there is an immediate need, we will do our best with 

God’s help to serve our members. 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4CA9A62EA4F49-56639400-milford__;!!G9aKEII32E6ngQ!Mi1B8cYPbCuUX-QoDDLOtMgiKPpfMANYXEWr4uxjrfEftZP6lDiqFj0EfS5T_ns3yxDK0lYO2-xm9x-uTA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4CA9A62EA4F49-56639400-milford__;!!G9aKEII32E6ngQ!Mi1B8cYPbCuUX-QoDDLOtMgiKPpfMANYXEWr4uxjrfEftZP6lDiqFj0EfS5T_ns3yxDK0lYO2-xm9x-uTA$
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Messy Church 
 

June 27, 2025 5:30-7:30pm 
 

Dinner provided 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Matthew 6:5-14 
 

     Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer to help us talk to our Father in heaven. 

               “I’d Rather be Coloring” 

   Come Join us! 

      Friday June 20,  3-5pm   Always fun 

                Supplies provided in Dodd Hall   Hot and Cold beverages.              

 

 

CARING MINISTRIES 

Pastor Adeline  

 

Communion calls continue concentrating especially on those who are unable to at-
tend church or where absent on the Sunday of Communion.   
The great news this month is that Our brother Hector has been cleared to drive him-
self.  Prayers answered.   
 

Jane Vink has been transferred to  Assisted Living called Spring Village, 6911 Main 
St.  Rt. 110 Stratford.   Visitors are welcome and encouraged at Spring Village from 
8am to 8pm.   
 

Needs met as they arise, ie: spiritual support by way of visits, to deliver devotionals, 
rides to medical appointments.  
 

Please give Pastor Adeline at least 24 hour notice to provide for rides to medical  
appointments.   
 

Thank you to those who are reaching out to our congregants with visits, meals and 
rides as needed and requested.  I love you for it and God smiles upon you with  
abundant blessing.  
 

Daily Prayer, 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.   
Phil. 4:13 
 
In His Service, 
Pastor Adeline Hazzard 
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                                    PRIME TIMERS 

                          Submitted by Helene Dellert 
 

 

                       Our mission is to enhance the spiritual and social lives  

        of adults (55 and older) through fun and fellowship.   

               

Because June is such a busy month at MTMUMC, we’ve combined our June/July gatherings. 

 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO: 
 

WHAT: A Summer Celebration!   DINNER and…! 

WHEN: Friday July 18th 6-8pm 

WHERE: Dodd Hall      Please confirm your attendance with Helene at 203-878-8801 

 

 

                      LUNCHEON GATHERINGS 

                     WOMEN – WEDNESDAY – JUNE 11– 12:30 P.M. at Gusto’s Trattoria in Milford. 

(Because of the Fair on the Green, we are meeting on the SECOND Wednesday this month.) 

 JULY 2—WEDNESDAY 12:30 P.M. at POP’s Restaurant 

AUGUST 6—WEDNESDAY 12:30 P.M. at Chip’s Restaurant 

         Women meet on the 1st Wed. of the month.                                                                               

 Please confirm your attendance with Helene at 203-878-8801. 

 

                              MEN - WEDNESDAY – JUNE 11 - 12:30 at POP’S Restaurant   

 JULY 9th—WEDNESDAY 12:30 P.M. at the Blue Sky Diner in Stratford 

 AUGUST 13th  - WEDNESDAY—at POP’S Restaurant  

                                        Men meet on the 2nd Wed. of the month.                                                                                                                    

 Please confirm your attendance with Jerry at 203-878-8801. 

 

               READERS RENDEZVOUS – QUARTERLY BOOK CLUB                                                                         

Maryann Petremont will host our third meeting at her home on Tuesday, June 17th at 

10:00 A.M.  June’s book selection is The Spectacular by Fiona Davis.  For additional     

information, please call or text Maryann at 203-415-0544. 

 

                                       HAPPY FEET WALKING GROUP                                                           

                              Walkers meet every Wednesday at 9:15 AM.   

For details, please contact Maryann Petremont at mapetremont@yahoo.com or  

at 203-415-0544. 

              A NEW POSSIBILITY… 

Interest has been expressed in forming a MONTHLY DAYTIME GATHERING to play CARD 

GAMES and/or BOARD GAMES, especially Scrabble.  To make this happen, we will need several 

committed players to start with.  Your feedback is needed.  Please contact Helene if you are inter-

ested.   
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       MISSIONS 

Submitted by Rachel Merva  

 

      Continued on next page 
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           MISSIONS Continued 

 
         

 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

                Submitted by Chris McGregor  
 

“The organized unit of United Women in Faith shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through   
participation in the global ministries of the church.” 
 

All women of the church are invited to join United Women in Faith. Here at MTMUMC,  

we meet on the second Tuesday of each month, September through June. We alternate noon 

and evening meetings to try to accommodate different schedules for the women of this 

church. Please come to whatever time works for you. 

 

We had a great Mother-Daughter Dinner attended by a record 56 people including two   

children under 20 months, Eli and Audrey. The Merva family had four generations present! 

This year we were joined by Honey Bunches of Notes, an award-winning quartet who enter-

tained us with wonderful music.  It was a terrific evening of food, music, fun and fellowship! 

 

Our next meeting will be June 10th at noon. Our schedule for the rest of the year will be 

Sept. 9th at noon; Oct.- date TBD for a special Binky Blanket event; Nov. 11 at noon;       

Dec. 9th-Christmas Party. 

 

Christine McGregor   Cjmcgregor50@hotmail.com please send me your email address if you 

would like to be added to my email list and are not already receiving my updates. 

 

 

United 
Women 
In Faith 

 

mailto:Cjmcgregor50@hotmail.com
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                  PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

           By Joan Zauner 
       “When there are no words, a prayer shawl speaks volumes.”  

                                        Janet Bristow, co-founder of the prayer shawl ministry.     
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry was founded by Janet Bristow and Victoria Gala at the Hartford 

Seminary.  They felt shawls had been a source of comfort for years.  To continue that in a 

more formal way became their goal.  This has grown to be a service practiced world-wide. 
   

 

The ladies have been very busy these last few months.  Good thing with summer coming, it 

will be too hot to work on shawls.  Luckily we do have a good supply to get us through. 

 

   If you would like to join us in this ministry, we will be meeting   

 Thursday, June 12 at 7pm in the Wesley Center Library.  We will then break  

  for the summer and then meet again on Thursday September 11th.  

                   We are willing to help you learn. 
 

             Call Joan Zauner at 203-283-5643 for additional information. 
 

Prayer shawls are always available after church on Sundays, see Joan Zauner,  

Phoebe Repetsky or Sue Reynolds, or  

during the week through the church office. 203-874-1982. 
 

FINANCIAL DONATIONS AND YARN DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED.    

    

  The Mission Committee is currently collecting MEN’S Spring clothing and footwear to 

provide to members of our community during our Community Suppers each month.  There 

is a box labeled for the donations near the entrance to Dodd Hall.  Please contact Maryann 

Petremont or Beth O'Brien if you have any questions.  Thank you.                            

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE 

we will be collecting PROTEIN DRINKS AND PROTEIN BARS.   

JULY—BOTTLED WATER & INDIVIDUAL PACKAGES OF NUTS 

               AUGUST—CANNED SOUP & SNACKS 

The collection bins are in the back of the Sanctuary and in Wesley Center.  If you would like 

to help with the Purple Pantry, please call Shelley Lapadula at 203-258-2777 or email her at 

m.lapadula@rubens-lazinger.com.     
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     MAY/JUNE UPPER ROOM is available.   

        Copies are in the Sanctuary, or call the office at  

203-874-1982 and I will drop one in the mail for you,  

or you may stop by and pick one up.  

 

 

DID YOU CHANGE YOUR PHONE NUMBER OR YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS  ?? 

   PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW SO WE CAN UPDATE 

            OUR DATA BASE.  203.874.1982   THANKS! 

     ANIMAL SHELTER DONATIONS:  

Wet and dry cat food and wet dog food is needed for seniors with pets and 

for the canine facility. Towels and blankets are needed. Animal Control will 

not take peoples' released pets but will spay and neuter feral cats. Please leave 

your donations in the designated basket in the back of the Sanctuary, or drop 

them by the office during the week.  

         Bless you for caring for God's children with fur.  

     If you and your animals are in need, please help yourself to the available donations. 

      

             

           PARISH HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

   Will administer Blood Pressure Screenings on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

                                        In the Sanctuary after service. 

 

                                    Thanks to our blood pressure team: 

Leigh Bak, Adeline Hazzard, Sheryl Hollyday, Anne Marie Levesque  

and Nancy Sengstacken 

 

     

 PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAME TAG during Sunday service.   

                    Are you new?  Have we met? 

 

 The name tags are at the entrances to the church.  

If you don’t have one, please call the office at 203-874-1982 or see  

Holly Firmender so that we can make one for you.  Thanks! 
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                 ALTAR FLOWERS AND MISSION CROSS ORDERS  

     are welcomed anytime. 

Flowers are $20, payable to MTMUMC and mailed or given to Mary Lou   

Kampert at the church office.  A donation in lieu of altar flowers is honored with a cross  

and miniature mission scarf placed on the altar.  If you would like to place an order please    

contact Mary Lou at 203-874-1982 or mtmumc@sbcglobal.net to arrange a suitable date.   

        

 

        A REMINDER ABOUT CARE BY THE PASTOR…. 

 

       CONTACT THE PASTOR— 

         for pastoral care needs, or if you just want to talk!  

Reach out for yourself, or tell them that someone you know needs a call.  

 

You can contact our pastor through the church office at 

203.874.1982, mtmumc@sbcglobal.net, or  

           directly to Pastor Roy at 914.330.1789 

             

               OFFICE HOURS 

               Monday—Friday 

          9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

 

     SUMMER OFFICE HOURS START JUNE 23RD THRU SEPTEMBER 6TH 

                TUESDAY—FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.         

             

                     COMMUNITY SUPPER AT MTMUMC    

 

        THURSDAY,  JUNE 26TH  at 5:30 P.M            
   

              If you can help, contact Rachel Merva at 203-641-5088 
 

                                   

     SEPTEMBER  BEACON DEADLINE IS 

    FRIDAY AUGUST 15TH  
 

 Please submit materials on or before this date to 

mtmumc@sbcglobal.net  or a hard copy to the church office. 
    

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mtmumc@sbcglobal.net
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   JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 
 MTM CLUB 80 MEMBERS—are listed below in bold.  

  If your birthday is not listed and should be, or if there are  

          other birthdays needing changing, please call the Office at 203-874-1982.   

               Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

 

  WE’D LIKE TO WISH YOU A HAPPY BIRTHDAY…. 
 

                 ….but we can’t if we don’t have it in our database.   
It is always possible that these special dates were previously provided us.   

If so, you have our apology for any oversight and our request to please try again. 
 

And whenever your special day is, may God who has blessed you with this  
   milestone smile on you and your celebration.   
Sincerely, 
 

Mary Lou Kampert (mtmumc@sbcglobal.net; 203.874.1982, ext. 110) 
       

 

 

1st Janice Fino 

 Laurie Calogine 

 Jennie Littrell 

4th Bill Peckham 

 Zachary Scott 

5th Kristen Campbell 

6th James Edwards 

7th Kayla Cabral  

9th Christopher Carveth 

10th John Leum 

11th Mary Lou Kampert 

12th Bryan Thompson 

13th Regina Pierce 

 Barbara Berglund 

15th Vincent Shamansky 

 Christina Meraviglia 

 Bob Virgalla 

 

 

 

16th Melissa Gonsalves 

 Evan Poloski 

 Felipe Remirez 

19th Leigh Bak 

 Colton Nunes 

 David Silva 

24th James Meraviglia 

 Logan West 

25th William Chevett 

27th Stephen Sobolewski 

28th Karen Keane 

 Cameron Nash 

 Zack Pagnani 

29th David Doyle 

 Callie Joseph 

 Kathleen Smith 

 

 

 

mailto:mtmumc@sbcglobal.net
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JUNE 2025 CALENDAR 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 Mary Taylor Memorial United Methodist  Church 
 168-176 South Broad Street            

 Milford, Connecticut 06460-4728                      JUNE 

                                                
    

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                2025 
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