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Mother Susannah 

 

Susannah Wesley often has been called “the mother of Methodism.”  Though her 

sons John and Charles were the forces behind the Methodist movement in 18
th
     

Century England, Susannah taught them everything they knew. Literally.   

 

     She gave birth to nineteen children--ten of whom grew to adulthood—and home-

     schooled all of them, training them so well in Latin, Greek, religious studies and the 

classics that her boys were able to attend Oxford University at age sixteen.  

 

Brilliant, devout, and practical, it was Susannah who put the method in Methodism. She ran her home like 

clockwork, putting her children to bed at exactly the same hour every evening, spending the fifth birthday 

of each child teaching them the entire alphabet and the next day beginning reading instruction with the first 

verse of the Bible, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

Susannah was more than a mother, though. During the long periods when her husband Samuel, an Anglican 

priest and scholar, was away from home, Susannah virtually ran the local parish in Epworth. Though she 

was not allowed to conduct services in the church—a role limited to men—she often held Bible studies and 

meetings in the parsonage and made sure church affairs were in good order.  

 

Samuel grew so concerned about Susannah’s influence among church members that he wrote her at one 

point to stop being so involved—to which Susannah curtly replied, “When you shall return, my efforts shall 

cease!” 

 

On an occasion when he was at home, Samuel observed his wife disciplining one of the children and       

remarked, “I marvel at your patience! You have told that child the same thing twenty times!” Susannah   

replied, “Had I spoken the matter only nineteen times, I should have lost all my labor.” 

 

It took an organized person to give her children the attention they needed. “I take as much time as I can 

every night with each child apart, “Susannah once wrote. “On Monday I talk with Molly; on Tuesday with 

Hetty; Wednesday with Nancy; Thursday with Jacky; Friday with Patty; Saturday with Charles; and Emily 

and Suky together on Sunday.” When her famous “Jacky” later struggled with a difficult situation, he wrote 

home, “Oh, Mother, what I’d give for a Thursday evening!” 

 

These stories of a mother’s patient love remind me of how we are treated by our Creator.  God knows us 

each by name and, slow as we are to learn, God never gives up on us. As busy as she is, God has time for 

each of us. God has invested a great deal in us—to much love and labor to be lost. 

 

     Continued on next page 
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From the Pastor ~ Continued 

 

 

We all need a Thursday night, if not with mother, then with God. Like a child whose development is      

enhanced by the attention of our parents, our spirits develop through time spent with our divine Parent.   

A time to be alone together in quiet conversation and reflection about the course of our lives. A chance 

both to speak what is on our heart and to listen for wisdom and direction.  When is your Thursday night? 

 

So, here’s to parents who give their kids “Thursday night” time, devoted solely to them.  Here’s to children 

who treasure it. And to the God who always has time for us. 

 

Pastor Roy 

 

 

          WORSHIP THEMES FOR MAY 

 

             May 5th - The Vine and the Branches 

 

  May 12th - Mother's Day (Celebration of the Christian Family) 

 

                               May 19th - Pentecost 

 

          May 26th - Sacrificial Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

                9:00 a.m. SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER & BOOK STUDY  

                  Led by Kerline Poulard in the Wesley Center Library 

               A new 6 week book study starting Sunday, April 7—May 12  

 

Wrestling with Doubt Finding Faith  - join best-selling author and pastor Adam Hamilton as 

he discusses some of our most significant sources of doubt and shows how a steady trust in 

God can emerge from them. You will delve into questions like: “Does God exist? How can I 

know?” “Is the Bible true?” “Why do prayers go unanswered?” This book will lead you to a 

trust in God that is unafraid of hard questions.   
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 6:00 p.m. MONDAY EVENING PRAYER CIRCLE 

Led by Pastor Roy, Nathan Williams & Holly Firmender 

In the Wesley Center Chapel 

 

Every Monday at 6:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center Chapel, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC members gather to 

share stories of how God is moving in their lives and lift up the prayer concerns of our entire church com-

munity. It's a sacred time spent in fellowship but not necessarily a somber time – in fact, we spend much of 

our time together rejoicing in each other's "praise reports." Praise Reports put us in mind of the many ways 

our lives are blessed each week, and how blessings can surprise us, emerging from all directions!  From a 

special interaction while standing in line at Scratch Bakery, to the joys of reconnecting with family and 

loved ones, an inspirational Footsteps meeting, or a special moment recalled from the Sunday Service – we 

celebrate and give praise to God for gifts big and small.  

  

Of course, we also lift up the Prayers of the People when we gather. Each week, an email request for pray-

er concerns goes out to the entire church, asking for prayer concerns that people can share from their 

hearts. My prayer co-leader (and our fantastic church lay leader), Holly Firmender, gathers these together 

for us to share prayerfully.  If you don't receive the weekly email request for prayers please call the office 

at 203-874-1982 so we can email you one. All of us gathered in the chapel will lift up your prayers and ask 

for God's blessing. The technical term for what we are doing is "intercessory prayer," but all that really 

means is that we are praying on behalf of others. It's an age-old tradition that dates back to the very earli-

est days of the church.  

  

If you're looking for a peaceful, joyful time in intimate fellowship with the Lord, we warmly invite you to 

take a break from your busy schedule and join us next week! It's a beautiful opportunity to connect with 

your church community, share your joys and concerns, and deepen your relationship with God. We look 

forward to seeing you there! To learn more, please contact any regular leader: Pastor Roy 914-330-1789, 

Nathan Williams 504-957-5571,  or Holly Firmender 203-530-2621 . 

           

 

        10:00 a.m. TUESDAY MORNING PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY   

           Led by Pastor Roy in the Wesley Center Library 

               Pastor Roy will facilitate the study of our favorite hymns! 
 

                       

EVERYONE IS INVITED to this study. So, come and join us for a time  of sharing, reflection, and prayer at 

10:00am.  We will meet in the Library in Wesley Center. What a wonderful way to learn more about our 

faith and how to love one another. I look forward to seeing you!  Pastor Roy 

 

 

7:00 p.m. TUESDAY EVENING SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Led by Nathan Williams via Zoom  
 

Dial into Zoom each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. for an exploration of the week’s lectionary  scripture readings.  

Join Nathan Williams and special guest Rev. Karen Eiler for a deep dive into the history, text, and context 

of the week’s readings as we find connections between the scriptures and our lives.  Everyone is invited. 
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     CROSS TRAINING SUNDAY SCHOOL 

     Happy May "Cross" Trainers!!!!  

 

We are in the midst of Spring and learning all about Jesus and the stories after Easter. We 

made Matzo Crackers and learned about the Easter story through a snack bag. We've played 

a trust game with treats and made The Empty Tomb Rolls. We have been busy learning and 

doing! 

 

Next up we will be learning all about The Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are eight blessings 

taught by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount to guide people to live a good life. They     

challenge us to be people of virtue, which is a firm attitude, mindset, or disposition to do 

good. We will be learning through video, cooking, science and art. Come join us!!! 

 

We are always in need of teachers. Please let me know if you would be interested in help-

ing out. Thanks!! 

 

Blessings, 

Gina Grubbs 

Coordinator, “Cross” Training Sunday School 

ginamariegrubbs@gmail.com           

 

 

 
               

           CALLING ALL PRIME TIMERS ARTISTS AND ART WANNABES… 

 

 

With Elizabeth Wright’s instruction and guidance, you have the opportunity to let your 

“inner artist” surface.  There are TWO OPTIONS: 

 

• Join a Prime Timers Team to create a collage painting that will adorn our hallways and 

Dodd Hall. 

 

• Create an individual “En Plein Air” work of art.  This activity will take place outdoors – 

at the beach and/or other outdoor locations.                                                                                 

 

Please contact Helene at 203-522-1931 to register or for additional  

information. 
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    PRIME TIMERS 

            Submitted by Helene Dellert 
 

Our mission is to enhance the spiritual and social lives  

of adults (55 and older) through fun and fellowship.     

 

 

May 14 –May 16 – A group of Prime Timers and guests will be traveling to Lancaster, PA to 

see Sight & Sound’s biblical theatre production of DANIEL.  From the fiery furnace to the   

infamous den of lions, DANIEL is a spectacular theatrical experience.  Witness one of the    

Bible’s most hope-filled stories as it comes to life on stage! 
 

    There are still a few seats available on our tour bus.                                                                       

If interested, please call Helene Dellert at 203-878-8801 for more information. 

 

 

    MONTHLY LUNCHEON GATHERINGS 
 

         MEN - WEDNESDAY – MAY 8TH - 12 NOON at the KIMBERLY RESTAURANT                                                                                              

(Men meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.)  

Please confirm your attendance with Helene. 

 

 

WOMEN – WEDNESDAY – MAY 15TH - 12 NOON at the BRIDGEHOUSE RESTAURANT 

(Women meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month,) 

Please confirm your attendance with Helene. 

 

 

QUARTERLY BOOK CLUB – We’ve received requests to form a Quarterly 

Book Club - preferably light reading – perhaps something seasonal.  Please  

contact Helene if you are interested in joining.  To date, several Prime Timers 

have responded…looking for more. 

 

 

HAPPY FEET WALKING GROUP – This group meets every Wednesday at 9 A.M.                                                                    

Please contact Maryann Petremont at mapetremont@yahoo.com for details. 
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                  PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

           By Joan Zauner 
       “When there are no words, a prayer shawl speaks volumes.”  

                                        Janet Bristow, co-founder of the prayer shawl ministry.     
 

We just keep on plugging on.  I thought we had a good supply of shawls and we could    

actually share some with other agencies, but all of a sudden, the need arose and we      

couldn’t share our supply. 

 

We have made 1350 shawls in our years.  Right now we have less than 25 on hand.  I can’t 

believe how quickly they go! 
 

Change in date for our next meeting: 

We will meet TUESDAY,  MAY 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center Library. 
 

We always welcome new members to our group and will help you get started.  Please   

consider joining us.  Call Joan Zauner at 203-283-5643 for additional information. 
 

Prayer shawls are always available after church on Sundays, see Joan Zauner,  

Phoebe Repetsky or Sue Reynolds, or  

during the week through the church office. 203-874-1982. 

 

FINANCIAL DONATIONS AND YARN DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED.   

WE ARE VERY LOW ON YARN. 

      

             CROP HUNGER WALK—MAY 5TH  

EVERY STEP AND EVERY DONATION ENDS HUNGER! 
JOIN THE MARY TAYLOR GROUP AND LET’S WALK  TOGETHER! 

               Submitted by Meghan Sengstacken 
 

Christian Gregory and I are leading the MTMUMC Team for this year's CROP Walk and wanted to 

extend an invite to you all to join us! The walk helps to fight hunger locally, nationally, and inter-

nationally while emphasizing self-sustaining agricultural practices. 75% of the money collected will 

be used by Church World Services & the other 25% will remain here in the Greater Bridgeport ar-

ea. 2.5% of this is allocated to our very own Beth-El Shelter! Join us in this fight against hunger.  

 

This year's walk is May 5th at 1:30pm at United Church in Bridgeport. The walk is about 2.2 miles 

and will take place rain or shine. Similar to last year, we will meet up in the MTM church parking 

lot and car pool. We will let you know the details as we get closer to the date. Please consider 

bringing non-perishable food items to be donated to the Nourish Bridgeport cause! 

 

See the SignUp Genius below for more information. If you need help registering, don't hesitate to 

reach out to me or Christian.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A054EACAE2EA6FA7-48508843-crop 
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               UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

                  Submitted by Chris McGregor  
 

“The organized unit of United Women in Faith shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through  
participation in the global ministries of the church.” 
 
 

All women of the church are invited to join United Women in Faith. Here at MTMUMC, 

we meet on the second Tuesday of each month. We alternate noon and evening meetings 

to try to accommodate different schedules for the women of this church. Please come to 

whatever time works for you. 

 

       All women are daughters and all women had mothers so:  

                        all women are invited to our 

               Mother-Daughter Dinner Potluck,  

                      (Dessert will be provided) 

                             Thursday, May 9th at 6:00 p.m. in Dodd Hall                       

 

Our guest will be Lauren Cust, a beekeeper who will share her work and  

experiences with us. We hope you will be able to join us!   Invite friends and  

family!  All ages welcome! 

 

Our next regular meeting will be Tuesday, June 11th. This will be our last meeting until  

September. 

 

Christine McGregor    

Cjmcgregor50@hotmail.com Please send me your email address if you would like to be 

added to my email list and are not already receiving my updates. 

 

                    PARISH HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

                        Submitted by Eileen Murphy 

 

   For the month of May, we will be collecting ADULT sized 

   new and gently used socks for seniors in local Nursing facilities here in Milford. 

            There is a box in Dodd Hall for your donations. 

 

   

  United 
  Women 
  In Faith 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH ~ Leigh Bak 

 

 

Milford’s Juneteenth Celebration  

Saturday June 15th 

   (at Mary Taylor and on the Green)  

 

      Here are two opportunities to support this    

  important event: 

 

• Join the Planning Committee (contact Leigh Bak at 

LeighB619@gmail.com) 

 

• Join in the fun at the Juneteenth FUNdraiser  

on Thursday May 16th  

                         at the Firehouse Gallery. 

   

      

           FOOTSTEPS IN THE SAND 

             Women’s Weekend May 31 - June 2, 2024 

             Men’s Weekend June 7 - 9, 2024 

 

Could you use a spiritual boost, a weekend of connection, prayer, insightful talks, small group dis-
cussions, and joyful music? Footsteps in the Sand is a Christian Renewal Weekend crafted to do just 
that. The Weekend is designed to help you draw closer to Jesus and feel inspired and empowered 
to come back to our church with renewed energy and enthusiasm to serve God. 
 

Footsteps in the Sand is a community of Christians from a number of churches in this area. The mis-
sion of Footsteps in the Sand is to develop leaders for the local church and encourage Christian ac-
tion. 
 

This non-denominational community has been holding retreats for over 40 years and more than 
4,000  people in the Fairfield County area have attended, including over forty members of 
MTMUMC. 
 

Footsteps Weekends are conducted by a team of 21 volunteers including two clergy. Pastor Roy, 
Helene Dellert and Eileen Doyle are serving on the women’s weekend this spring!  This community 
has produced over 200 weekends, and with that experience they have been able to craft these re-
treats so that those who attend the Weekend come back feeling renewed and energized to follow 
Jesus. 
 

If you would like to know more about this exciting opportunity to focus on your Christian walk, we 
invite you to contact Pastor Roy, Eileen, Helene or Beth O’Brien. The website  footsteps-sand.org 
also has information and registration. 
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                                                           MISSIONS 

                            Submitted by Rachel Merva    
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                                  U.M. ARMY 

    

Hi Friends!!! It's staying lighter later, and we are experiencing Spring-like 
weather outside. Makes me think that Summer is just around the corner. Time to make our 
Summer plans!!!! 
 

Mary Taylor Memorial will be heading up to West Hartford, CT this year for U.M.ARMY.   
We hope you can join us.  The information is below along with the link to register. Please 
register as soon as you can so that we can plan.  
 

We will be planning a gathering of our group before we head off to help us better prepare for 
our trip. I hope you can join us!!  If you have any questions, please contact me or Laura Per-
regaux.  
 

Who???  Anyone graduated 6th grade and up are welcome to join!  
What???   U.M. ARMY in West Hartford-A week-long mission trip 
Where???  West Hartford UMC will be hosting us this year.  
  We stay at their church and launch our work teams from there throughout the 
  week. 
When???  Sunday, July 21-Saturday July 27 
Why???  This is a great opportunity to serve together with your church, family or friends.  
               Youth can earn 40 hours of consecutive community service. 
                Learn new skills and make new friends! 
 

Link to register:  https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/Indv/4427/ 
 

Once you click "submit" once, the system will ask you to review. Once you review, click 
"submit" again to be registered.   
 

See you all there!!!!!! 
Gina Grubbs 

(914) 330-2599 
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          MAY/JUNE UPPER ROOM is available.   

Copies are in the Sanctuary, or call the office at  

203-874-1982 and I will drop one in the mail for you,  

or you may stop by and pick one up.  

 

 

DID YOU CHANGE YOUR PHONE NUMBER OR YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS  ?? 

   PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW SO WE CAN UPDATE 

            OUR DATA BASE.  203.874.1982   THANKS! 

     ANIMAL SHELTER DONATIONS:  

Wet and dry cat food and wet dog food is needed for seniors with pets and 

for the canine facility. Towels and blankets are needed. Animal Control will 

not take peoples' released pets but will spay and neuter feral cats. Please leave 

your donations in the designated basket in the back of the Sanctuary, or drop 

them by the office during the week.  

         Bless you for caring for God's children with fur.  

     If you and your animals are in need, please help yourself to the available donations. 

      

             

           PARISH HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

   Will administer Blood Pressure Screenings on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

                                        In the Sanctuary after service. 

 

                                    Thanks to our blood pressure team: 
 

    Leigh Bak, Adeline Hazzard, Sheryl Hollyday, and Nancy Sengstacken 
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                 ALTAR FLOWERS AND MISSION CROSS ORDERS  

     are welcomed anytime. 

Flowers are $20, payable to MTMUMC and mailed or given to Mary Lou   

Kampert at the church office.  A donation in lieu of altar flowers is honored with a cross  

and miniature mission scarf placed on the altar.  If you would like to place an order please    

contact Mary Lou at 203-874-1982 or mtmumc@sbcglobal.net to arrange a suitable date.   

        

 
        A REMINDER ABOUT CARE BY THE PASTOR…. 
 
       CONTACT THE PASTOR— 
         for pastoral care needs, or if you just want to talk!  
Reach out for yourself, or tell them that someone you know needs a call.  
 
        You can contact our pastor through the church office at 

203.874.1982, mtmumc@sbcglobal.net, or  
           directly to Pastor Roy at 914.330.1789 

             

     

                       OFFICE HOURS 
 

                   Monday—Friday 
     9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

  

                          
   COMMUNITY SUPPER AT MTMUMC    
   THURSDAY, MAY 23RD at  5:30 P.M. 
               

     If you can help, contact Rachel Merva at 203-641-5088 
 

                                    

                     

        JUNE BEACON DEADLINE IS 

  WEDNESDAY MAY 15TH. 
 

 Please submit materials on or before this date to 

mtmumc@sbcglobal.net  or a hard copy to the church office. 
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   MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 MTM CLUB 80 MEMBERS—are listed below in bold.  

  If your birthday is not listed and should be, or if there are other 

      birthdays needing changing, please call the Office at 203-874-1982.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

 

  WE’D LIKE TO WISH YOU A HAPPY BIRTHDAY…. 
 

                 ….but we can’t if we don’t have it in our database.   
It is always possible that these special dates were previously provided us.   

If so, you have our apology for any oversight and our request to please try again. 
 

And whenever your special day is, may God who has blessed you with this  
   milestone smile on you and your celebration.      
Sincerely, 
 

Mary Lou Kampert (mtmumc@sbcglobal.net; 203.874.1982, ext. 110) 

 

1st Marie Marczak 

 Aiyana Diwan 

2nd Ryan Dennis 

 Amanda Pitre 

 Chris Steele 

5th Bill Cermignani 

6th Aaliyah Gonsalves 

7th Allison Bennett 

 Matteo Cono 

 Caleb Woodard 

9th Miriam D’Andrea 

10th Michael Davis 

12th Dolores Bonisch 

13th Nick Brown 

14th Kelly O’Hara 

15th Mary Repetsky 

16th Nancy Bennett 

  

 

 

16th Eric Fino 

17th Mark Petremont 

18th Jason Williston 

 Chet McDonough 

19th David Ellison 

 Arjun Diwan 

22nd Eric Pitts 

 Adam DiIulio 

23rd Joanne Platt 

24th Catherine Meszaros 

 Lisa Darak-Druck 

25th Lexi Winkelman 

26th Amy Bennett 

27th Marg Malehorn 

28th Laurie Nichols 

29th Bob Volgmuth 
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MAY 2024 CALENDAR 
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