MARY TAYLOR MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
168 Broad Street
Phone: 203.874.1982
Milford, Connecticut 06460
FAX:
203.877.8973_______
Order of Worship
10:00 a.m.
(* Those who are able may stand.  Late arrivals will be seated.)

THE BELL TOLLS – Welcoming us to worship God
“Behold the Lamb of God”

In Babilone

THE COLLECT (seated, unison)
Hymnal #461
Gracious God, as your Son wept with Mary and Martha at the tomb of Lazarus, look
with compassion on those who grieve. Grant them the assurance of your presence now and
faith in your eternal goodness, that in them may be fulfilled the promise that those who
mourn shall be comforted; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord, we want to believe in you. We want to trust you. But sometimes our pain is too
profound…our need feels neglected…our hopes are held hostage by circumstances over
which we have no control. We confess we sometimes turn away from you, blaming you for
our grief. Have mercy upon us, O God. Help us remember that you, too, know grief
through the death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Forgive our faltering faith, and draw
us again to the assurance of the cross, that we might affirm in heart as well as in voice the
words of the creed: in life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
SILENT CONFESSION AND WORDS OF PARDON
ooo

THE PSALTER

Psalm 130

Hymnal #895

*THE PEACE
L: May the peace of the Lord be always with you.

“Come, Now is the Time to Worship”

“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”

Russian Hymn

P: And also with you.

(Greet one another with signs of Christ’s peace.)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
from Psalm 51
Leader: Let me hear joy and celebration again.
People: O God, hide your face from my sins, wipe away all my guilty deeds.
Leader: Create a clean heart for me, God; put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me.
People: Return the joy of your salvation to me and sustain me with a willing spirit.
ALL: Let us worship God.
*HYMN #325

“Christ the Victorious”

THE LORD’S PRAYER
G.F. Handel

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH
INTROIT

*HYMN #653

PRAYERS OF PETITION AND INTERCESSION
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

INFORMAL HYMN SINGING (9:45 a.m.)

PRELUDE

*THE GOSPEL
John 11:1-45
Bible p. 978 (LP, NT, p.127)
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Hymnal #516

STEWARDSHIP SPOTLIGHT

Maria Macri

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory:
“I Will Rise”
*Presentation:
“Bless Thou the Gifts”
*Prayer of Dedication

arr. by M. McDonald
Hymnal #587

“How Blest Are They Who Trust in Christ”

*HYMN #654
THE MESSAGE

Maryton

“Changing Mary and Martha”
Mary: Stacey Cronk
Martha: Barbara Repetsky
(An original dialogue written by Pastor Brian Bodt.)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
“A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada”

Hymnal #883

“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”

*HYMN #359

Hudson

*THE BENEDICTION
*THE BELL TOLLS – Sending us to walk with and witness for Jesus
*POSTLUDE

“Caprice”

L. Clerambault

(During the postlude you may leave following the pastor or remain seated.)

THE WORSHIP IS ENDED: THE SERVICE BEGINS.

Mary Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church
First Methodist Church in Milford: 1836
Current building dedicated: 1893
Merged with Myrtle Beach Community Church: 1969
Nesting Ghana Emmanuel U.M. Church: 2016
Whoever you are, wherever you are
on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.

FRIENDS AND FAMILY SUNDAY
LENT V
March 18, 2018

REV. KRISTINA HANSEN
The Rev. Kristina Hansen is a second career pastor, leaving corporate life to heed a
call to ministry in 2000. She attended Union Theological Seminary, graduating in
2003. She was commissioned in 2004 and ordained in 2007.
Kristina's student pastorate, as Children's Minister at St. Paul & St. Andrew on the
Upper West Side of Manhattan, began the Sunday after 9/11, where she quickly
learned the complexities of children's spiritual formation and care during times of
trauma.
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In 2003, Kristina was appointed to a three point charge in the Catskill-Hudson region
where the churches of Grand Gorge, Gilboa and Conesville graciously received and
groomed a newly minted seminarian.
In 2006, she was appointed to Woodbury, Connecticut, where she shepherded the
church through a time of crisis.
In 2010, she was appointed to St. Paul's UMC in Northport, NY on Long Island where
she has served for the past eight years. During this time she guided the congregation
through the process to become a Reconciling Church, open and affirming of LGBTQI
persons, established new ministries for adults and children, and led stewardship
initiatives that have provided greater financial stability and more abundant ministry.
Beyond the local church, Kristina previously served as Co-chair of the Episcopacy
Committee and Chair of the Conference Mission and Vision Table. She currently
serves on the NYAC Board of Ordained Ministry, the Board of Directors for United
Methodist Frontier Foundation, on the District Committee on Ministry, and as a Cluster
Leader, a Clergy Transitional Leader and a Clergy Mentor. She is active in Interfaith
ministries and is regularly asked to preach and pray at town-wide events.
After eighteen years in ministry, she is still passionate about church growth, worship
leadership, disciple growing, ministry to and with the community, faith formation of
children, and mentoring people on their spiritual journey. Kristina and her spouse,
Leslie, are avid long distance hikers and devoted Methodists.
A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY TO MEET PASTOR KRISTINA AND LESLIE in advance
of Pastor Kristina’s appointment will be held on Tuesday, May 15 at 7 – 8:30 p.m. in Dodd
Hall. Pastors Brian and Kristina are working out the design for the evening based on positive
pastoral transition events of which they have both been a part. We hope you will make every
effort to join this special time. After Pastor Kristina’s appointment begins on July 1st, a series
of smaller “cottage meetings” will be offered, coordinated by the Staff-Parish Relations
Committee, to provide more personal opportunities to meet Pastor Kristina and Leslie. We
hope you will attend one of these, too! Those MTMUMC members here in the summer of
2012 will remember similar meetings for Pastor Brian and Carol upon their arrival.
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Grace Notes
March 18, 2018
Dear MTMUMC community,
On March 30th, 2014 I wrote “We are happy you are here! I hope that this inaugural
“Friends and Family Day” will be repeated as we self-consciously extend a welcome and
hospitality in Jesus’ name.”
And so we have! I am glad all of us, with a special welcome extended to our visitors,
are present to worship God today on this Fifth Annual “Friends and Family Sunday.” Please
do ask questions about our church community. We are excited to share our love for Christ.
Today’s message, presented by Barbara Repetsky and Stacey Cronk, speaks for itself as
we enter the sometimes-complex relationship of two sisters; their grief over the death of their
brother, Lazarus; and what they have learned because of meeting and coming to know Jesus.
Barbara and Stacey have done a great work and I thank them for it.
As we continue steps in pastoral transition, I commend Pastor Kristina Hansen’s bio on
the rear cover of these notices, along with the invitation to hold Tuesday, May 15, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
for an opportunity to meet her and her spouse, Leslie. Pastor Kristina and I are working on
the design for that event and look forward to as many people as can joining us on that evening.
We are looking for children or adults who will serve at the 8:30 a.m. Easter worship as
cross bearer, acolytes and Bible bearer. Please contact Barbara Repetsky (203.787.5711) or
Sheryl Hollyday (203.376.6658) if you are interested.
Our Easter letter will be mailed tomorrow and, with it, the Holy Week schedule which
was also published in the March “Beacon.” What can I say that I have not already said in my
previous five Holy Weeks with you? Please make every effort to attend as many of these
services as you can. They offer an unmatched treasure of preparation for the joy of Easter!
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Pastor Brian Bodt

AT WORSHIP TODAY
Head Usher: Dave Doyle
Liturgist: Barron Grasso
Greeters: Corinne MacDonald and Lisa Sobolewski
Acolyte: Matteo Cono
Cross Bearer: Stefano Cono
Bible Bearer: Cathy Cono
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given today by Christine McGregor in loving memory of
Grethe Popp.
TO ASSIST YOU IN WORSHIP, see our ushers for:
•
Large print Bibles, hymnals and bulletins
•
Hearing Assist Devices
•
Children’s bulletins for ages 3 – 6 and 7 – 12
WELCOME VISITORS! May you experience God’s presence today. Please complete a red
visitor’s card (in the pew racks) and wear the “Visitor” peel-and-stick name tag to help us greet
you. Our Ambassadors will look for you! CHURCH INFORMATION is in the Narthex.
PLEASE OFFER PRAYER CONCERNS using the "Blue Sheets" in the attendance pads in
each pew; or obtain one from an usher. Please return them completed to an usher or to the
center aisle where the ushers will collect them on the opening hymn. Our Lay Leaders
speak them during the Prayer of Intercession and Petition. You are also invited to speak your
concerns when we pray. Please obtain others’ permission to share their concerns. Prayers are
included in our on-line prayer chain and Monday night Healing Service. Please also consider
joining our Yahoo e-communication group (which was created for prayer concerns) to offer
immediate posting of intercessory prayer requests. To sign up, contact the church office.
CHILD CARE for children five years old and younger is provided in the Wesley Center, the
building to your left. Please note that children over five are expected to remain in the sanctuary
since our child care is not staffed to provide for older children.
IF YOU NEED TO LEAVE THE SANCTUARY DURING WORSHIP, please exit by the
east (left) side aisle. RESTROOMS are in Dodd Hall (behind the altar). PARENTS are
respectfully urged to accompany their children as required by our Safe Sanctuary
policy. PLEASE RE-ENTER the sanctuary by the east side aisle.
TODAY’S LITURGY is based on Holy Scripture, The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) and
The United Methodist Book of Worship (1992). The Prayer of Confession was written by
Pastor Brian Bodt.
SERMON COPIES from previous Sundays are in the rear of the church or
at www.mtm-umc.org.

Office Volunteers – Gunn Library
Good Friday Service – Trinity Lutheran Church, 21 Robert Treat
Parkway, Milford
Noon to 3:00 p.m. MTMUMC sanctuary is open for prayer and meditation, led by
Pastor Hal Vink
7:30 p.m.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service - Sanctuary
9:00 a.m.
Men’s Tres Dias reunion group – Chapel

GOOD FRIDAY, Mar. 30 10:00 a.m.
Noon

Saturday, March 31

SAVE THE DATE
ADULT CPR TRAINING will be offered on Saturday, April 7, 8 a.m. – Noon in Dodd Hall.
The trainer is Bill Katt, a former MTMUMC member well known to many.
Training is open to people 14 years old and older. Cost is provided by our Parish Health and
Wellness budget. Child care will be provided is need is expressed on or before Sunday,
March 25. Up to 16 persons can be accommodated on a “first come, first served” basis. We
currently have 7 people registered.
Registration deadline is Monday, April 2. To register, please contact the Church Office at
203.874.1982, ext. 110; or mtmumc@sbcglobal.net.
FAIR ON THE GREEN SPRING MEETING will be Sunday, April 8, 11:30 a.m. in the
Wesley Center, first floor. This is an all-church event annually raising in excess of $15,000 for
our church budget. Even more, it’s great fun! Many hands make light work. Especially if you are
newer to MTMUMC, come to this meeting or say “Yes!” when asked to be part of a team!
OUR ANNUAL MISSIONS FAIR will be Sunday, April 15th. If you know of a group that
does great work locally, please contact Maryann Petremont at 203-877-0612,
mapetremont@yahoo.com or Lorraine Carr at 203-931-0516, carrain@yahoo.com.
LITURGIST BEST PRACTICES WORKSHOPS for persons who have been, or desire to be,
Sunday morning liturgists. Dates are Mon., April 23, 5:30 – 7 p.m.; and Saturday, April 28, 9:30
– 11 a.m. Details on page 6 of the March “Beacon.” Paul Downing, Certified Lay Servant, is our
workshop leader. Please contact him (paul.downing@snet.net; 203.676.5582) or Worship CoChairs Leigh Bak (leighb619@gmail.com) or Nancy Bennett (nancy516@aol.com) to learn more.
A FAREWELL / RETIREMENT EVENT FOR PASTOR BRIAN AND CAROL
will be held on Sunday, June 24, in the afternoon, either 1:30 - 4 or 2 - 4:30 p.m.
Stacey Cronk (fri1013@aol.com; 203.772.5997) will chair the committee
on behalf of Staff-Parish Relations. More details will be provided as they
become available. Please hold the date and attend if you are able.

Sunday, March 18

Monday, March 19
Tuesday, March 20

Wednesday, March 21

Thursday, March 22
Friday, March 23
Saturday, March 24
Sunday, March 25
Palm Sunday

Monday, March 26
Tuesday, March 27

Wednesday, March 28

TWO-WEEK CALENDAR AT MARY TAYLOR MEMORIAL~
8:45 a.m.
Sunday School Jamboree Time – Chapel
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School – Wesley Center
9:45 a.m.
Informal hymn singing - Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Worship/ Friends and Family Sunday - Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Time - Dodd HallSocks for Seniors collection ends today
11:15 a.m.
Blood Pressure screening - Sanctuary
11:30 a.m.
New Member Class – Wesley Center, 1st floor
3:30 p.m.
GEUMC Worship – Chapel
4:00 p.m.
“GUTS” Youth Group meeting – Youth Lounge
6:00 p.m.
Historical Society meeting – Dodd Hall
7:00 p.m.
Healing and Wholeness Worship- Chapel
5:45 p.m.
Confirmation Class – Gunn Library
6:30 p.m.
Tres Dias meeting – Dodd Hall
7:00 p.m.
Disciple 4- Egan Room
7:00 p.m.
Adult Study: “Made for a Miracle” – Gunn Library
10:00 a.m.
Adult Study: “Made for a Miracle” – Gunn Library
Noon
Holy Communion – Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.
Choir Fellowship Dinner – Dodd Hall
6:40/7:45 p.m. Bell Choir/Adult Choir rehearsals – Dodd Hall
5:30 p.m.
MTMUMC Community Dinner – Dodd Hall
7:00 p.m.
Stewardship meeting – Wesley Center
10:00 a.m.
Office Volunteers – Gunn Library
9:00 a.m.
Men’s Tres Dias reunion group – Chapel
9:30 a.m.
United Methodist Women Prayer Breakfast – Dodd Hall
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Noon
6:40/7:45 p.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY,
March 29
7:30 p.m.

Sunday School Jamboree Time – Chapel
Sunday School Easter Egg hunt – Wesley Center
Worship – Sanctuary
Fellowship Time – Dodd Hall
Caring Ministry – Wesley Center, 1st Floor
GEUMC Worship – Chapel
“GUTS” Youth Group meeting – Youth Lounge
Healing and Wholeness Worship- Chapel
Confirmation Class – Gunn Library
NO Tres Dias meeting today – Holy Week
NO Disciple 4- Egan Room- Holy Week
NO Adult Study: “Made for a Miracle” – Holy Week
Beacon Volunteers – Wesley Center Egan Room
NO Adult Study: “Made for a Miracle” – Holy Week
Holy Communion – Sanctuary
Bell Choir/Adult Choir rehearsals – Dodd Hall
Maundy Thursday Service – Sanctuary

TODAY
FELLOWSHIP TIME TODAY is hosted by the Membership and Evangelism committee. Next
Sunday’s hosts will be Missions.
ALSO DURING FELLOWSHIP TIME TODAY:
- SALE OF EASTER ITEMS by our Trash and Treasures team, supporting our program
budget.
- SOCKS 4 SENIORS ENDS TODAY! Eileen Potkay, LPN on our Parish
Health and Wellness Team, has collected new and gently used (any color or
length) ADULT size socks for seniors in need living in local Nursing
Homes.
-

This is our 3rd Annual Sock collection and there IS a need right here in Milford. There is a box in
Dodd Hall to leave your donations. To learn more, see Eileen after worship or contact her at 203809-0188 or Eileenmary68@aol.com. If you would like to leave a monetary donation, Stacey
Riccardi will be happy to shop for you. Contact her at 203-562-6508 or
stacey.riccardi@comcast.net.
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS follow worship in the sanctuary, offered by Karyn
Doherty, R.N.
FINAL NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION SESSION is 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Wesley
Center, 1st Floor. Sponsors, as well as new member candidates, are asked to join us.
GROWING UP TOGETHER SPIRITUALLY (G.U.T.S) meets TODAY and next Sunday,
March 25th, 4 – 5:30 p.m. in the Wesley Center, First Floor Youth Lounge. We are preparing
for the Easter Sunrise Service. All youth are requested to be in attendance these two weeks, as
we determine main and supporting roles for this fun and meaningful service. Leader for these two
weeks is Dawn Bettencourt. Thank you! Pastor Dani
FROM YOUR PARISH HEALTH AND WELLNESS TEAM: Connecticut has been hit hard
by the flu this year. Please remember the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control:
• Please stay home if you are ill, not feeling good, or “fighting something”
• Consider extending the “V” sign of peace instead of hand-shaking
• Wash hands or use the hand sanitizers in the Sanctuary and Dodd Hall window wells.
THIS WEEK
SEE THE WEEKLY CALENDAR for regular meetings and activities.
LENT HOLY COMMUNION is held each Wednesday noon through March 28. The service of
scripture, reflection and song lasts about 30 minutes. Come to this mid-week spiritual oasis!
COMMUNITY SUPPER meets Thursday with volunteers needed for any portion of 2 – 6:30
p.m. for prep, set-up and clean-up. If you can help, please contact Deb Dubien at 203.877.4959.

THIS WEEK, continued
THE STEWARSHIP COMMITTEE meets Thursday, 7 p.m. in the Wesley Center. THE
WORSHIP COMMITTEE, previously scheduled for Thursday, is moved to Monday, April 9,
6 – 6:55 p.m. in the Wesley Center.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN PRAYER BREAKFAST. All women are welcome and
encouraged to attend our spring United Methodist Women's meeting this Saturday, March 24,
9:30-11a.m. in Dodd Hall. Our morning will include prayer, breakfast, joyful music, and
gentle meditative movement. Sue O'Shea will be leading our meeting and Sue Paulsen and
Beth O'Brien will lead us in song and worship. Please join us for a time of fellowship and
renewal.
A light breakfast will be served; please RSVP to Sue if you think you will attend. Any
questions, feel free to contact: Sue O'Shea at 203-494-5339 or sueoshea@optonline.net; or
Beth O'Brien at 203-877-8668 or bgobrien11@optonline.net.
NEXT SUNDAY, March 25th
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY- We thank the Fino family for again hosting an Easter egg hunt
for the children during the Sunday School hour. It is followed by their joyful, triumphant Palm
Sunday procession according to Mark 11:1-11. Other readings may include portions of Mark
11:15-19, Psalm 31:9-16 and Philippians 2:5-11, with the message “If We’d Only Known.”
We will receive new members and prayer and healing anointing will be offered at the close of
worship. After worship the Caring Ministries Team will meet in the Wesley Center. This will
be the final Sunday of Easter items for purchase during Fellowship Time.

DODD HALL REAR DOOR CHANGES
Based on the recommendation of the Church Security Task Force and the endorsement of the
Church Council at their January 18 meeting that the back door to Dodd Hall be an emergency
exit only door, the Trustees have taken the necessary steps to permanently convert this door to
an “emergency exit door only.” In so doing, an alarm was installed on this door so that if it is
opened either from the inside or the outside an alarm will now sound.
The signage associated with the door has also been updated to reflect the updated status of the
door as an emergency exit only door. With this move the Trustees also had the outside cylinder
changed so people can no longer enter this door using their church key. Should you trip the
alarm by mistake, a key is located in the kitchen next to the stove hanging on a red wooden
dowel. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Chris Paton, Trustee President, at
203.675.9093.

OUR LIFE IN PRAYER, MINISTRY AND MISSION
BULLETIN NOTICES are due by noon Wednesday for the weekly bulletin.
DONATE ALTAR FLOWERS OR A MISSION CROSS. Beth O’Brien (203.877.8668 or
bgobrien11@optonline.net) is now taking orders for 2018. Flowers are $20. Donations, in lieu
of flowers, to support missions are honored with a cross and miniature mission scarf on the altar.
Checks for both are payable to MTMUMC, mailed to Beth O’Brien, 7 Breakneck Court, 06460.
Our next open Sundays are April 8, 15 and 29.
FOOD BASKET: Please place non-perishable food items in the basket located in the back of
the church and monetary donations in the Beth-El envelope.
ANIMAL SHELTER DONATIONS: Wet and dry cat food is needed for seniors with pets and
for the canine facility. Towels and blankets are needed. Animal Control will not take peoples'
released pets but will spay and neuter feral cats. Please leave your donations in the designated
basket in the back of the Sanctuary. The Youth Fellowship brings these items to Animal Control
each week. Bless you for caring for God's children with fur. If you and your animals are in
need please help yourself to the available donations.
CONTACT THE PASTORS directly or through the church office (203.874.1982,
mtmumc@sbcglobal.net) with pastoral care needs and hospitalizations: Pastor Brian Bodt:
brian.bodt@yahoo.com; 203.874.1982, ext. 111 or 203.895.3753. He is typically in office 10 am
– 1 p.m., Mon. – Thurs. Pastor Hal Vink: 203.878.8977 or vinkhaljane@gmail.com. Pastor
Dani Levine: 203.927.9077 or Danielle.levine@mail.com.
“FIX IT BOX” is in Dodd Hall. See a need? Drop a completed form in the box.
WE HOST Alcoholics Anonymous, Gamblers Anonymous, and Recovery from Codependency (CODA) WEEKLY. Please call the church office for the schedule or see it posted
on the bulletin boards.
PLEASE NOTE: During a medical or other emergency the Head Usher or a designee will call
#911. Please do not call on your cell phone as multiple calls may delay response.
VITAL CONGREGATION WEEKLY REPORT FOR March 11th
Total worship attendance all services: 252; Mar. 11th: 185; GEUMC: 25; Mar. 12: Healing and
Wholeness: 13; Lent Mar.14: 29 (Noon); Total Offerings for Mar. 11: $5,840.98; Amount given to
Charities and Benevolence $0; Engaged in Small Groups: 119; Sunday School: 29; “G.U.T.S”
(youth group) : 6; Confirmation: cancelled; Disciple 4: 12; New Members group: 12; Adult Bible
Study: Tues: 6; Wed. 21; Bell Choir: 6; Adult Choir: 15; Trash & Treasures: 9; Office
Volunteers: 3; Total persons received on profession of faith: 0; Total Persons involved in local,
national, and international missions: 0. *Small Groups – please contact the church office
mtmumc@sbcglobal.net or 203.874.1982) with your attendance.

